
P Street Vision 
 

 
 
Redevelopment of the John F. Cook Elementary School provides a once in a lifetime opportunity to reinvigorate 
a long overlooked section of the city. As the Atlas theatre provided an anchor on which to redevelop H St, so 
too can the Cook School jump start our community by fostering business development and growth along North 
Capitol Street corridor.  
 
The Cook School resides in a 
neighborhood comprised of low-rise, 
intimately scaled buildings which are best 
suited for use as small retail and 
restaurant establishments.  The 
neighborhood provides easy access to 
three metro (green, yellow, and red lines), 
numerous bus lines, and the planned 
Florida Ave streetcar.  
 
The school is centrally located between 
NoMa and recent developments in 
Bloomingdale. Unfortunately, the North 
Capitol corridor between Florida Ave and 
New York Ave where the school is located 
has long been overlooked. Development 
of the Cook School as a regional 
destination provides an opportunity to 
turn this corridor around.   

Figure 1: Area impacted by Cook School redevelopment 



Why redevelop Cook School into a regional destination? 
 

 Provide an anchor to draw outside visitors into the community. 

 Provide a customer base for local restaurants. 

 Provide a much needed asset for residents of the community to enjoy. 

 In path of future development north of NoMa  

 Good regional access and close proximity to Downtown. 

 Has a well-defined architectural character. 

 First Street has a neighborhood retail infrastructure that can be redeveloped as an excellent amenity 
for the neighborhood. 

 North Capitol Main Street, Inc., and other established civic and neighborhood volunteer organizations. 
 
Cook School as an arts and education center: 

 Identified as the preferred use by neighborhood residents 

 Shaw recently lost part of its only large arts facility at the warehouse theater 

 Support the large arts community in the North Capitol corridor 

◦ Artomatic two years ago in NOMA 

◦ 87 Florida Studios 

◦ 52 O St Artist Studios – residential lofts and work space   

◦ First on 1st annual art exhibit 

 Provide entertainment and a meeting place for residents of the community 

 Provide customers for retail, commercial and restaurant development along North Capitol 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Figure 2: N. Capitol and P. St NW 

A corridor in distress: 
 
A 2009 study by the Urban Land 
Institute identified numerous obstacles 
to redeveloping North Capitol Street 
south of Quincy Place, NE.  Among 
these were a lack of large contiguous 
plots for commercial development, a 
concentration of social services, and 
heavy drug traffic. The close proximity 
of the methadone clinic, SOME, and a 
major homeless shelter creates 
significant pedestrian loitering that also 
impacts the pedestrian experience, 
particularly around the retail shops 
 
Supporting our own and more: 
 
Already, over 13 social services exist 
within a 1/3 mile radius of the Cook 
School, the largest density in the city. 
The area cannot bear the weight of any 
more services which largely serve 
residents from outside the community 



J.F. Cook School Dilemma 

The J.F. Cook School is scheduled to be redeveloped according to a proposal submitted by the Latin American 
Youth Center(LAYC) and Youth Build Public Charter Schools(YBPCS). The proposal consists of two parts, first the 
YBPCS training for approximately 150 aged 16-24 which will occupy the first floor. The second part, which will 
occupy the remaining second and third floors of the building, will be subleased to LAYC who will operate a 
housing facility for 47-50 young adults aged 18-24. 

 

How much is enough? 

This latter and largest part of the proposal is disconcerting since of it will add to the 13 services already 
operating within 1/3 of a mile of the school. Given the large size of the school, this proposed use will likely set 
back redevelopment of the North Capitol corridor by several years. In addition, many of the young adults who 
will live at the school arrive from distressed backgrounds, exposing these individuals to an environment which 
has the crime and drug problems which exist in our neighborhood clearly is not in their best interest. 

 

Unwillingness to engage the community 

In October 2009, the Truxton Circle community received letters from Councilmember Harry Thomas (Ward 5) 
and Patricia Mitchell, President, North Capital Main Street, in support of the communities’ opposition to the J. 
F. Cook proposal. The ANC 5C, Hanover Area Civic Association, and Bates Area Civic Association 
overwhelmingly passed resolutions opposing the LAYC/YBPCS plan for the J.F. Cook School. During the summer 
of 2009 the community collected over 300 signatures in support of our opposition to the John F. Cook School 
proposal. 

In spite of this opposition, at a recent open house hosted at the Cook School LAYC/YBPCS indicated they are 
yet again unwilling to make changes to the housing component of their proposal. As recent as October 2010 
the community collected over one hundred signatures in opposition to the J.F. Cook proposal. 

How you can help 

1. Write to the city council and request that they require the following: 
a. Organizations wishing to develop the J.F. School must involve the community in their planning 

process. 
b. Community approval must be required of any proposal to redevelop the J.F. Cook School. 

 
2. Attend the public roundtable on Friday, December 10th at 10:00am and let the city council know this 

proposal is not in the best interests of the community 
a. Please contact ANC5c02 Commissioner Sylvia Pinkney (5C02@anc.dc.gov) if you would like 

present and need talking points 
 

3. Encourage YBPCS/LAYC to abandon the housing component and work with community to develop a 
plan which will support both the educational needs YBPCS and the arts destination desired by the Bates 
area. 


