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Honorable Harry Thomas Jr. 
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Washington, DC 20004 

 
 

Dear Councilmember Thomas, 

 

Following our meeting earlier this year, I would like to provide an update about my office’s ongoing 

work regarding the future reuse of the former J.F. Cook Elementary School building.  

 

Recognizing the strong community concerns related to the proposed award of the building to 

YouthBuild Public Charter School and Latin American Youth Center (LAYC) for the purpose of transitional 

youth housing, our office has been working with stakeholders to identify the best way to meet the 

needs of all parties involved. My staff has had conversations with the proposed occupants, the local ANC 

leaders, and our partners in the Department of Real Estate Services (DRES) and the Office of the Deputy 

Mayor for Planning and Economic Development (DMPED). With hundreds of thousands of public dollars 

already invested in pre-development work for the original proposal, it is my belief that the District has 

an obligation to do what we can to ensure this significant investment ultimately yields a positive return 

for the city. 

 

After consultations with DRES staff, we have agreed to work with YouthBuild to identify another suitable 

partner to occupy the top two floors of the building – whether it is another public charter school, non-

profit organization, or other community organization. We will look to your office and the ANC to work 

with us in this endeavor. As YouthBuild was the initial awardee of the Request For Offer (RFO) and 

would remain an occupant of the building, this will not require a new RFO to be solicited.  Our hope is to 

have a new proposal submitted to Council by early this fall. 

 

With regard to LAYC’s youth housing project, my office will begin bringing together relevant agency 

representatives to try to identify alternative locations to meet the needs of the large number of young 

people seeking stable and affordable housing.  

 

Please do not hesitate to contact me or my office should you or your constituents have additional 

questions or concerns. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
De’Shawn Wright 


